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The premises occupied by some of the foundations
are most unsuited to the work, in some cases even
unhealthy, and a change is urgently desired. Others
again are hampered in their usefulness by their
inability to employ outside workers, to do that street
work which the matron, whose place is within the
Home, should not be obliged to attempt.

Decorations, repairs, .alterations and additional
equipment are very obviously needed in some Homes,
both to contribute a more cheerful atmosphere and
increase the efficiency of the Home.

Several houses have not even a proper bath. Two
have been required by the authorities to build a fire
escape, which is a very expensive item, while many
need such things as clothes, boots, telephone, pianos,
etc. Others are handicapped by inability to afford
training fees for the girls or necessary personal help
when in difficulties, outfits for girls entering domestic
service, better after-care arrangements, or more
adequate salaries to their own staff.

It is obvious that, apart from the question as to the
need for the establishment of new Homes, the effective-
ness of tho-se at present existing could be very
materially increased if they were in receipt of more
general support.

An attempt has been made to arrive at an average
figure for the normal annual cost of each bed main-
tained at Homes of different types. These figures can
be regarded as approximate only owing to the unequal
effect of situation, affecting rent and rates, and to the
fact that some Homes pay no rent at all. The size of
the Home will also materially affect the economy with
which it can be administered.

Maternity Homes are the most expensive to
maintain; the normal figure for these appears to be
between ^80 and ^115 per annum for each bed, the
higher figure applying to those where the confinements
take place on the premises. Other Homes of all types